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1. EARLY THIS MORNING, APRIL 10, LOCAL UNITED BRANDS 
MANAGER HOUSTON LACOMBE CALLED ME TO INFORM ME OF THE 
RESULTS OF THE MEETING WITH TWO MEMBERS OF GOH BANANA 
COMMISSION LAST NIGHT. THE MEETING, WHICH LASTE UNTIL 

1 1 :00 P.M., WAS WITH FINMIN ACOSTA BONILLA AND HONDURAS 
ARMED FORCES CHIEF JUAN ALBERTO MELGAR CASTRO. SPEAKING 
FOR UNITED BRANDS WAS ENRIQUE LOPEZ BALBOA. UNITED BRANDS 
VICE PRESIDENT FOR LATIN AMERICA. 

2. ACCORDING TO LACOMBE, BANANA COMMISSION MEMBERS STRESSED 
THAT WORK OF NEWLY APPOINTED INVESTIGATING COMMISSION OF 
GOH NEEDED TO PROCEED SWIFTLY AND CONCLUSIVELY FOR BENEFIT 
OF ALL CONCERNED. BANANA COMMISSION MEMBERS STRESSED 
THAT KEY POINT WOULD BE THE NAMING BY UNITED BRANDS OF THOSE 
HONDURAN OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN THE ALLEGED BRIBE. ACCORD- 
ING TO LACOMBE, ENRIQUE LOPEZ BALBOA THEN CALLED UNITED 
BRANDS HEADQUARTERS AND OBTAINED NAMES. THESE WERE PLACED 
IN THE HANDS OF THESE TWO COMMISSION MEMBERS LAST NIGHT. 
LACOMBE LEFT FOR NORTH COAST UB HEADQUARTERS BY COMPANY 
PLANE IMMEDIATELY AFTER CALL TO ME. HE DID NOT SUPPLY 
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3. 1 BELIEVE THAT THE MAJOR ADVANTAGE ATTENDANT UPON 
GELSTHORPE’S PERSONAL APPEARANCE IN HONDURAS WOULD BE TO 
RELIEVE PRESSURE ON LACOMBE AND OTHER UB EMPLOYEES IN 
HONDURAS. LACOMBE TOLD ME THAT HE KNEW NOTHING OF ALLEGED 
BRIBE AND I TEND TO RELIEVE THAT HE IS TELLING THE 
TRUTH. THE APPEARANCE OF GELSTHORPE AS A TOP MANAGEMENT 
OFFICER COULD REINFORCE THE STATEMENT ISSUED BY LOPEZ 
BALBOA THAT NO LOCAL EMPLOYEES INVOLVED IN BRIBERY ( SEE 
TEGUCIGALPA 1372). 

4. ON THE OTHER HAND, GELSTHORPE'S PRESENCE HERE AT THIS 
TIME WHEN PRESS AND OTHER MEDIA HAVE BEGUN STRIDENT VITU- 
PERATIVE CAMPAIGN AGAINST MULTI-NATIONAL CORPORATIONS COULD 
EXPOSE HIM TO TREMENDOUS MEDIA PRESSURE AND CONCEIVABLY TO 
PHYSICAL DANGER. THEREFORE, I BELIEVE THAT A PERSONAL 
APPEARANCE AT THIS TIME MIGHT BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE, AND 
THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR HIM TO OFFER A WRITTEN STATEMENT 
OR AFFIDAVIT TO THE COMMISSION WHICH WOULD FULLY SET FORTH 
THE FACTS IN THE SITUATION. MAJOR OBJECTIVE OF HIS 
TESTIMONY MAY ALREADY HAVE BEEN MET BY DEVELOPMENT 
REPORTED IN PARAGRAPH ONE ABOVE. 

SANCHEZ 
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